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Biography 

- Born in Monroe, Washington 1940.  

- He suffers from a neurological condition called prosopagnosia, 

also called “face-blindness” in which he can never recognize 

faces. 

- He also suffered from severe dyslexia and was afflicted with an 

undiagnosed condition that prevented him from holding his arms 

over his head, running, throwing or catching a ball, or 

participating in any type of physical exercise.  

- He is known for his work in photorealism, which is a genre of 

art that encompasses painting, drawing and other graphic media, 

in which an artist studies a photograph and then attempts to 

reproduce the image as realistically as possible in another 

medium. 

- He uses gridded photographs for his portraits in order to highlight the abstract nature of the 

realist art form.  

 

  

 
         Emma, 2002    Self-Portrait, 2017        Bob, 1999 



Work and Reception  
 

- He is a pioneer in the photorealism movement. He used photography and multimedia to 

create portraits and combined abstraction in his portraits.  

- In New York City, he discovered the Minimalism movement which he drew great 

inspiration from. He appreciated the attention to specific detail rather than attempting to 

address a greater image.  

- He felt “that the issue was how to reveal the abstract forms inherent in realism.” 

- The abstraction can be seen in the individual grids of the portraits. Each individual grid 

uses an abstract combination of lines and patterns, which have no significance on their 

own, however, when merged, create an image of a face.  

- His work received much praise in its time for its creativity and use of the emerging art of 

photography in interweaving realism and abstraction.  

- However, in more recent years, he has received criticism in the fact that his work largely 

has not changed and focuses solely in the same style and portraiture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bibliography 

 

https://www.tampabay.com/things-to-do/visualarts/noted-photographer-chuck-close-transcends-

his-face-blindness/1271738/ 

 

Aloff, Mindy. “Chuck Close: Painting as Performance Art.” Graphis., no. 313 (January 1, 1998): 

32-41.  

 

"Close, Chuck." Grove Art Online. 2003; Accessed 25 Feb. 2020. 

https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart/view/10.1093/gao/9781884446054.001.0001/

oao-9781884446054-e-7000018251. 

 

Close, Chuck, and Jacqueline Brody. "Chuck Close: Innovation Through Process: An Interview." 

On Paper 2, no. 4 (1998): 18-26. Accessed February 25, 2020. 

www.jstor.org/stable/24555244. 

 

Chuck Close. 1999. Bob. Paintings. 

https://library.artstor.org/asset/LARRY_QUALLS_1039903182. 

  

Chuck Close. 2000. Emma. Paintings. 

https://library.artstor.org/asset/LARRY_QUALLS_10311781639. 

  

Chuck Close. 1996. Self-Portrait. Paintings. 

https://library.artstor.org/asset/LARRY_QUALLS_1039903173. 

  

Friedman, Martin. Close Reading : Chuck Close and the Art of the Self-Portrait New York, N.Y: 

Harry N. Abrams, 2005. 

Harshman, Barbara. “Interview with Chuck Close.” Arts Magazine. 52 (June 1, 1978). 142-145.  

  

Johnson, Ken. “Photographs by Chuck Close.” Arts Magazine. 61 (May 1, 1987): 20  

23.  

Nemser, Cindy. “Interview with Chuck Close.” Artforum international. 8 (February 1, 1970): 51-

55.   

  

“A Progression by Chuck Close Who’s Afraid of Photography?” Artforum international. 22 

(May 1, 1984): 50-55.  

 

https://www.tampabay.com/things-to-do/visualarts/noted-photographer-chuck-close-transcends-his-face-blindness/1271738/
https://www.tampabay.com/things-to-do/visualarts/noted-photographer-chuck-close-transcends-his-face-blindness/1271738/
https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart/view/10.1093/gao/9781884446054.001.0001/oao-9781884446054-e-7000018251
https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart/view/10.1093/gao/9781884446054.001.0001/oao-9781884446054-e-7000018251
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24555244
https://library.artstor.org/asset/LARRY_QUALLS_1039903182
https://library.artstor.org/asset/LARRY_QUALLS_1039903173

